Polyps and polypoid lesions of the jejunum and ileum. Clinical aspects.
Polyps and polypoid lesion of the small intestine present a major challenge to the surgeon. In contrast to similar lesions in the large intestine, small bowel polyps present late in their course and are difficult to diagnose. Small bowel tumors produce vague symptoms and screening tests are poor. Most of these polyps are found at autopsy or during exploration for another cause. In this article, the authors outline the problem as well as discuss the diagnosis and treatment options.